NGHIEN CUU

S0 SANH CAU TRUC BAC HOC VA THOI LUGNG GIAO DUC TRONG
NHA TRUONG PHO THONG

Mot trong nhiing van dé néng ndi lén gan day
can nghién cdu, trao déi va thao luan la nén xac
dinh lai hé thong gido duc (GD) qudc dan trong dé
c6 hé thdng GD phé thong (GDPT) nhu thé nao.
Cu thé la viéc xéac dinh s6 lugng ndm hoc va cac
bac hoc trong giai doan GDPT. Giai doan nay can
11 ndm hay 12 nam hodc it hon hay nhiéu hon cac
con s6 vifa néu. Nhin chung cho dén nay, triry kién
cyc doan cho rang thai gian cho giai doan GDPT ¢6
thé chi can dudi 10 ndm, con lai tdp trung vao hai
hudng 16n: mot la chi can 11 nam va hai la can 12
nam. Mot van dé khac lién quan dén cau truc bac
hoc la thai lugng hoc cltia hoc sinh (HS) Viét Nam
nhiéu hay it so v&i cac nudc?

Viéc xac dinh 11 hay 12 nam can ¢ nhing lf
I&, nhitng can cu khoa hoc mang tinh thuyét phuc
cao, nhin nhan mdt cach toan dién chi khéng phai
ap dét theo kinh nghiém hay thoi quen vén co.
Theo ching t6i, trong khi di tim nhimng li do mang
tinh thuyét phuc thi mét trong nhiing cén ctr dang
tin cdy, cdn xem xét la kinh nghiém va thuc tién cia
cac nudc trén thé gidi. TUr thuc tién nay thdng ké,
déi chiéu, so sanh, phan tich dé rat ra nhiing két
ludn can thiét mang tinh xu thé. Bai viét nay xin
cung cdp trude hét la cac thong tin xung quanh
van dé cdu tric cdp bac hoc va thailugng GD trong
nha trudng phé théng clia mot s6 nudc trén thé
gidi, sau do 1a mét s6 phan tich va binh luan. Cac
thong tin va sé lieu & day dugc cap nhat va dua
vao cac trang Web cia INCA?, OECD? va UNESCO?
va cudn Kinh nghiém qudc té vé phdt trién chuong
trinh GDPT*,

I. VE CAU TRUC CAC BAC HOC

Vao tiéu muc hé théng GD (education systems)
cda Vien Théng ké thudc UNESCO, ching ta <o
thé tim thdy cac s6 liéu trong bang théng ké hé
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PGS.TS. B0 NGOC THONG
Trung tam Nghién ctu Gido duc Pha thing

thdng GD clia 217 qudc gia®, tir nam 1998 dén nam
2011vé cac ndi dung co ban sau:

- Thoi gian GD bdt budc va tudi bdt dau GD bdt
buéc;

- Tuéi két thuc GD bdt budc,;

- Tudi vao tién hoc dudng va s6 ndm tién hoc
duong;

- Tudivao tiéu hoc va s6 ndm hoc tiéu hoc;
Tudi vao THCS va sé ndm hoc THCS;
Tudi vao THPT va sé ndm hoc THPT;
Tudi vao hoc sau bdc THPT va sé ndm hoc sau

THPT;

- Thdng bdt ddu ndm hoc va thdng két thic
ndm hoc;

- Ndm bdt ddu va ndm két thiic ndm hoc.

Do yéu ciu va muyc tiéu clia bai viét, ching toi
da “nhit"ra cac s6 lieu trong bang tong hgp cla
UNESCO dé thiét lap cac bang doi chiéu theo nhiéu
g6c dd khac nhau. Nhiing s6 liéu nay uu tién théng
ké vao cac nam gan day nhat, dac biét la nam 2011.
Dudi day la mot sé thong tin theo cac binh dién can
tham khao.

Bdng 1: S6 nam GD bat buéc ctia cdc nudc

SO nam S6 nudc Ghi chu
GD bét thuc hién
budc
5 5
6 20
7 10
8 20
9 58 TU 9 nam trd lén: 148
nudc
10 32 TU 10 nam tré 1én: 90
11 18 TU 11 nam tré1én: 58
12 20
13 4
14 ~ 2 Puerto Rico va
Venezuela
15 1 Netherlands Antilles

5 Mot s6 nudc khong c6 bao cao day da vé 6 lidu.
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Béng 2: S6 nam GD Tiéu hoc

Bdng 6: S6 ndm hoc phé théng clia cdc nudc
Déng Nam A

S&namGD | S8 nudc Ghi chd

Ti€u hoc thuc hién S6 nam GD | Nudc thuc hién (cdu tric ba bac
3 1 Armenia THPT hoc)
4 22 10 Philippines (6-3-1); Singapore (6-
5 31 2-2)
6 126 11 Lao (5-3-3); Myanma(5-4-2);
7 25 12 Cambodia (6-3-3); Indonessia (6-
8 1 Ireland  © 3-3); Thailand (6-3-3); Timor leste

(6-3-3); Vietnam (5-4-3)
Bdng 3: $6 nam GD Trung hoc cd's& (THCS) 13 Malaysia (6-3-4); Brunei (6-2-5)

S6namGD | SO nudc Ghichu
THCS thuc hién

2 21

3 107

4 59

5 15

6 3 Lithuania,

Germany, Palestin

Béng 4: $6 nam GD trung hoc phé théng

(THPT)
S6namGD | S6 nudc Ghichu
THPT thuc hién

1 1 Philipin
2 67
3 87
4 48
5 4

Bang 5:Tong s6 ndm hoc giai doan phé théng

Bdng 7a: Cdu tric béc hoc ctia cdc nuéc

S6nam/s6 | Cac ki€u cdu truc bac hocTiéu
nuac hoc/ THCS /THPT (vi dy)
10 (6) 3-5-2 (Armenia); 4-3-3 (Democratic
4 kiéu People’s Republic of Korea); 6-3-1
(Philippines) 6-2-2 (Singapore)
11(32) 6-2-3 (Sudan); 4-5-3 (Belarut); 4-4-
7 ki€u 3 (Bungaria);-.4-5-2 (Mondova);
5-3-3 (Turkey); 5-4-2 (Mogolia);
6-3-2 (Tokelan)
12(118) 5-4-3 (Algeria); 6-3-3 (Egypt); 6-4-2
11 kiéu (Jordan); 5-3-4 (Palau)
4-6-2 (Palestin); 4-5-3 (Syrian);
4-4-4 (Croavatia); 6-2-4 (Mashall
Island); 7-3-2 (Anguilla); 5-5-2
(Pakistan);
7-2-3 (South Africa)
13 (50) 6-2-5 (Brunei); 6-3-4 (Tunisia); 5-4-
7 kiéu 4 (Bosnia); 4-5-4 (Slovakia) ;7-4-2
(Australia); 6-4-3 (Cook Island);
7-2-4 (Zimbabwe)
14 (1) 7-3-4 (Iceland)
1 kiéu

Bang 7b: S6 nudc cia 11 kiéu bdc hoc (loai
Chuong trinh 12 ndm)

12(118) 5-4-3 (12); 6-3-3 (49); 6-4-2 (12);
11 kiéu 5-3-4 (6); 4-6-2 (2); 4-5-3 (1); 4-4-4
(6); 6-2-4 {12); 7-3-2 (15); 5-5-2 (1);
7-2-3 (2)

Bdng 8: Tudi vao hoc Tiéu hoc

S6 nam S6 nudc Ghi cha
GDTHPT | thuchién
10 6 Armenia,
Turkmenistan,
Democratic People’s
Republic of Korea,
Philippines, Singapore,
Gibratar
11 32 10+11 nam ¢é 38 nudc
12 118 12 nam trd lén: 169
nudc
13 50
14 01 fceland
207 qudc | MOt s6 nudc khodng o
gia » sOliéu

Do tudi 5 6 7 Ghi chu
SE nudc 21 132 45 198 nudc
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Bdpg 9: Tudi hoc xong THPT (80 quéc gia ¢6
théng ké)

powdi | 15 | 16 | 17 [ 18] 19] 20

SO nuGe 8 8 20 127 1 20 | 4

Téng 9 20 | 27 24

Nhdn xét: Nhin vao cac bang thong ké trén, cé
thé théy:

1) S& nudc ¢6 12 nam cho giai doan GDPT
chiém uu thé, S& nuGc nay la 118 /198 nudc. Néu
tinh tir 12 nam trd 1én sé a 7169/ 198 nudc trong khi
do chi 32/198 nudc 11 ndm, néu tinh ¢a nudc 10
ndm clng chi c6 38/798 nudc. Nhu thé, s6 nudc tu
12 ndm tr& 1én chiém uu thé hon gép 4,4 lan so vaéi
s6 NUGC tU 11 ndm trd xudng.

2) C8u trac cac bac hoc trong giai doan nay rat
da dang va phong phu. Bac Tiéu hoc véi thdi gian 6
nam chiém s6 lugng Ién nhat 126 nudc, sau do la s
nam chiém 31 nudc. S6 3 ndm it nhit ¢ 1 nudc va
$6 8 nam ¢ 1 nudc. Vi THCS s6 3 ndm nhiéu nhit
107 nudc, sau d06 I3 4 nam ¢b 59 nude. Vi THPT s6
nuaéc hoc 3 nam nhiéu nhat1a 87 va sau do 1a 2 nam
O 67 nudc,

Trong loai Chuong trinh 12 ndm thi cau triic
béc hoc 6-3-3 ¢6 s6 nudc theo nhiéu nhat (49). S6
NUGC co cau tric bac hoc gidng Viét Nam hién hanh
(5-4-3) 14 12; giéng s6 nudc co cau tric 6-4-2 va 6-2-
4 (déu 12 nudc).

3) Trong khu vuc Déng Nam A: 5/11 nudc ¢ 12
nam va 2/11 nudc ¢6.11 ndm GDPT; 2/11 nudc ¢b
10 ndm va 2/11 nudc ¢6 13 nam. Nhu vay, s6 nudc
¢6 12 nam danh cho GDPT tr& 1én van chiém uu

thé: 7/11 so vGi 4/11 nudc ¢b 11 nam trd xudng. -

Trong 11 nudc Bong Nam A thi cé 8 nudc tiéu hoc
6 nam, chi 03 nudc (Viét Nam, Lao va Myanma) la
ti€éu hoc 5 ndm.

4) Tuéi hoc xong bac THPT: 18 tudi chiém s6
dong nhat (27/80 nudc); thi hai 1a 17 tudi ¢ 20/80
nudc. Cé 4 /80 nudc tudi hoc xong THPT 13 20 tudi
va ft nhat 15 tudi ¢6 1 nude. Nhu vay, néu tinh do
tudi t6t nghiép THPT tr 18 trd 1&n ¢6 51/80 va tudi
t 17 & xudng cd 29/80 nudc. Théng ké nay cho
théy HS hoc xong giai doan phé théng vao do tudi
18 nhin chung chiém uu thé. Diéu nay phi hap véi
d6 tudi trudng thanh céng dan chinh thuc theo
luat cha nhigu nudc. Va nhu thé véi phan 1én céc
nugc cd dd tudi vao Ip 1 1a 6 thi giai doan GDPT I3
phai 12 nam.

Il. SO SANH THOI LUONG HOC TAP

S0 sanh thoi lugng hoc tap cla HS trong nha
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trudng phd théng 1a mét viéc rat can thiét nhung
khong hé don gian INCA da tdng két thai gian hoc
clia 21 nudc theo cac phuong dién sau: sé ngay
hoc cla 1 nam; sé ngay nghi va cac ki nghi vao giai
doan nao; sé tiét trong tuan; s& ngay di hoc trong
tuan, thoi gian bat dau hoc va két thuc trong ngay,
dd dai cla tiét hoc cho méi cdp... Dudi day ching
t6i chi néu mot s6 thong tin can thiét.

Bang 10: S6 ngay / tudan hoc trong 1 ndm

STT | Tén quéc S6 ngay Ghicha
gia hoc/nam
1 Anh Quéc 190 ngay
2 Airdlen 183 ngay
3 | BacAirclen | 200ngay
4 Scét len 190 ngay
(min)
5 XU Wales 190 ngay
6 Phap 180 ngay
7 Puc 188-208
ngay
8 Hungari 185 ngay
9 ltalia 200 ngay
10 HalLan 200 ngay
11 | Tay Ban Nha 175-180
ngay
12 | ThuyDién | 40tudn (200 | 1tudn hoc
ngay) 5 ngay
13 Thuy S 38 tuan (228 | 1tuan hoc
ngay) 6 ngay
14 Uc 200 ngay
15 Canada 180 - 200
ngay
16 Nhat Ban 35tan (175 | 1tuan hoc
ngay) 5 ngay
17 Han Quéc 220 ngay
18 Niu-Di-lan 190-197
ngay
19 | Singapore | 40tuin (200 | 1tuan hoc
_ngay) 5 ngay
20 Nam Phi 195-200
ngay
21 Hoa Ki 180 ngay
22 | ViétNam 210 ngay | 35tudnx
175 ngay 6 ngay
(tifuhoc) | Tiéuhoc
5 ngay/
tuan
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- Nhan xét chung: cac nudc ¢6 thoi luong hoc
kha da dang.

+ S6 lugng ngay hoc/tuan: Nhat Ban hoc it
nhat 35 tudn (175 ngay); Thuy ST hoc nhiéu nhat:
228 ngay

~ + Nam hoc chia lam 3 (cac nu6c Au - Mi) hodc
4 hoc ki (Australia, New Zealand, Singapore; South
Africa) khac nhau: ki dai nhét la tir gita thang 8-
gitra thang 12; sau d¢é la ki tir thang 1 - 2 va ki tU
thang 4 - 6. Ki nghi dai nhat thuong thang gida
thang 6 - gi(ra thang 8 (tir 5 tuan - Thyy Dién - 13
tudn-ltalia). Riéng Han Quéc nghi 70 ngay, tir gidra

thang 12 dén thang 2; Nam Phi nghi tir cudi thang
10 dén thang 2...

+S6 ngay hoc clia Viét Nam nhin chung khong
chénh léch (it hoac nhiéu): 10 nudc duédi 200 ngay;
9 nudc 200 ngay, 2 nudc hon 200 ngay (Han Quoc:
220 va Thyy ST: 228) Viét Nam: 210 ngay. Tuy nhién,
can thdy cac nudc déu hoc 2 budi/ ngay nén sé gio
duoc dan déu, khéng gay cang thang, qua tai nhu
Viét Nam (hoc 1 budi/ ngay).

Hon nita, s6 git hoc can tinh theo 1loai don vi
thi mdi co thé thdy duoc sé lugng gio hoc trén I6p
clia cac nudc chénh nhau nhu thé nao. Sau day la

Béng 11: $6 tiét hoc trong tuén va db dai cta tiét hoc®

STT | Tén nudc Sé tiét/tuan

o dai tiét Thai gian

1 Anh - min 22t (5-7 tudi)
-23,5t(7-11¢)
-24t(11-14 1)

-25t(14-161)

Khac nhau 9g sang - 39 30 chiéu

2 Airolen -915t /nam (6- 12);

(40 tiét/tuan)

30 phut
35-45 phat

9g sang - 3g 30 chiéu

3 | BacAirolen - 3t/ngay (8 t)

-4,5t/ngay (8t +)

Pa dang 9g sang - 3g 30 chiéu

4 | Scétlen - 25t/tudn (tiéu hoc)

- 27,5t/tuan (TH)

Pba dang 9g sang - 39 30 chiéu

5 X Uyén - 21t (5-7t)min
-23,5t(7-11)

-25t(11-16)

- Ba dang 99 sang - 3g 30 chiéu

6 | Phap - 26t/tuén (6-11t)
- 26-30g/tuan (11-15)

- 30-40g/tuan (15-18)

55 phut/t 8/9g sang -4/5g chiéu

7 | Bic ~-19-29t/tudn(tiéu hoc)
- 28-30t/tuan (10-12t)

- 30-32t/tudn(12-16 1)

45phut/t 7930 sang -1g30 chiéu

- 20t/tudn (6-91) max
- 22,5t/tudn (9-12t)

- 25t/tuan (12-14t)

- 27,5t/tuén (14-16t)
- 30t/tuan {16 t+)

8 Hungari

45phut/t 8g sang- 2g chiéu

9 | ltalia - 27t/tuan (tiéu hoc)
- 29t/tuan (THCS)

- 29t /tudn (THPT)

60phut/t Da dang

10 | Halan - 3520t/nam (tiu hoc)

| -3760t /nam (8-12)

50-60 phut/t 99 sang- 3g 30 chiéu

11 | TAy Ban Nha - 25t/tuan (tiéu hoc)

- 30t/tuén (Tr H)

55 phut/t 9g séng - 4930 chiéu

60 phut/t

8 INCA-Table 15.2 Organisation of the school week and day.
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12

Thuy Dién -6 t/ngay (to 9 t) max Pa dang Pa dang
- 8 t/ngay (9+) max
13 | Thuy Si Pa dang Padang Pa dang
14 | Uc - 25t/tuén (tiu hoc) TB Pang dang 9g sdng- 3g chiéu
- 27,5/tuan (trung hoc) TB
15 | Canada 950t/ndam (Anberta) 9g séang -3g30 chiéu
16 | NhatBan Min 17-20t/tuén
17 | Han Qudc 830-1156 t/nam 40-45 phut/t 8g sang- 4g chiéu
18 | Niu-Di-lan 25t/tuanTB 9g sang -3g30 chiéu
19 | Singapore ) 30-40 phut/t 7930 séang-1g chiéu
20 | Nam Phi - 22,5t/tuan (5-8t)
- 25t/tuén (8-9t) Pa dang Pa dang
- 26,5 t/tudn (9-12t)
- 26t/tuan (12-13)
- 17,5 t/tuadn (13-15)
- 27,5t/tudn (15-18t)
21 | Hoaki Pa dang Pa dang Padang

thong ké clia INCA:

Dudi day la s6 tiét hoc clia Viét Nam’
Tiéu hoc: LGp 1(224); Lop 283 (23+); L&p 485
(25+); THCS: L&p 6 (27+); Lép 7 (28,5+); Lp 8
(29,5+); Lép 9 (29+) THPT: Lép 10 - 12(29,5+)

Nhén xét:

+ Phén I6n cac nudc tinh sé luong gid/tiét hoc
theo d6 tudi: it nhat hodc nhiéu nhat, theo tuan /
nam; it nhat 1a hai loai nhiéu la 5 loai; Anh chia theo
dd tubi vdi 4 loai: tr 5-7 tudi hoc 21,5h; 7-11 tudi
hoc 23,5h; 11-14 tudi hoc 24h va 14-16 tudi hoc
25h. Co thé theo cdp (Tay Ban Nha: 25h /ti€u hoc
va 30h cho trung hoc; tuan 5 ngay hoc va hoc ¢
ngay, tr 9- 16h30; Scotland: 25h/ti€u hoc va 27,5h

< (Ghichu: t- tiét; g - gio)

cho trung hoc); Béc Ailen (it nhat 3h/ngay cho HS 8
tudiva 4,5h cho HS trén 8 tudi- tuan 5 ngay hoc);...

+ S8 tiét hoc cla cac 16p trong chuong trinh
ctia Viét Nam nhin chung khéng chénh léch nhiéu
50 vdi cac nudc; nhing noi hoc 1 budi /ngay cd thé
sé qua tai.

Cdp Tiéu hoc: Viét Nam trung binh hoc
23tiét/tudn. So vai cac nudc nhu Anh (24tiét/
tuan) ; Scotlen (27,5tiét/tudn) ; Phap (26 tiét/tuan) ;
Puc (19-29tiét/tuan); Italia (27tiét/tuan) ; Tdy Ban
Nha va Uc (25tiét/tudn), Nam Phi (22-26tiét/tuan)...

¢ cdp THCS: cac I6p Viét Nam trung binh
hoc hon 28 tiét/tudn. So véi moét s6 nudc nhu:
Anh (22-23 tiét/tuan) ; Scotlen (25ti€t/tudn) ; Phap
(26-30 tiét/tudn) ; Buc (30 tiét/tuan); Italia (29 tiét/

Bang 12: $6 gi& hoc cho méi cdp va trung binh méi nam hoc.

Tén nudc Tiéu hoc THCS THPT Ghichd
Viét Nam +2.612 h/5nam +2.992 W/4ndm | +2.323h/3nam Cacap
' +522 h/ndm +748 h /nam + 774 h/ndm Trung binh
Lién Bang Nga 3148 h/4 ndm +4.357 h/5nam Phuong an 1
X + 787 h/nam +871 h/ ndm
CH Phap 1584 h/ 5 nam +3038 h/4nam L&p 10:783h/ | Tiéu hoc: 26 tudn
-317 h /ndm +759 h/ndm nam Trung hoc: 30
~ L&p 11:751h/ tuan
nam

7 B6 GD&DT- Chuong trinh GDPT — Nhing vdn dé chung- NXB GD, 2006.

8§ « KHOR HOC GIAD DUC



NGHIEN COU

Han Quéc + 3228 h/6 ndm +2.601h/3ndm 2.754 h/3 ndm
+538h/ nam +867 h/ nam 918 h/nam
Halan 2.933 h/6 nam +1.878 h/3nam | +1.878 h/3nam
+488 h/nam + 626 h/nam + 626 h/nam
Italia 4,455 h/5nam 2.871h/ 3 ndm 4.785 h/5nam
+ 891 h/nam +957 h/nam 957 h/nam
Tay Ban Nha 4.950 h/ 6 nam 4.320 h/4 ndm 2160 h/2nam
+ 825 h/nam 1080 h/nam 1080 h/nam
Singapore +6.760h/6 nam 1.866 h/2 nam )
‘ +1.126 h/nam +933 h/nam
Trung Qudc? 3.740 h/5 ndm 3.366 h/4 nam 2.375 h/3 ndm
748 h/nam + 841 h/nam +791 h/nam

tuan) ;Tay Ban -Nha (30tiét/tudn) va Uc (27,5tiét/
tuan).

Tuy nhién, néu tinh do dai cua tiét hoc theo
don vi phut sau d6 quy ra gid (60 phut) thi méi c6
thé so sanh chinh xac. Sau day Ia mot vai sé lieu
so sanh chd yéu la giai doan GD bat budc (mdt s6
nudc khoéng cung cdp da théng tin).

Nhén xét: S6 gid hoc 1 nam clta Tiéu hoc
cao nhat la Singapore (1.126h), thap nhdt la Phap
(317h); 05 nudc hon 700 h la Trung Quéc, Tay Ban
Nha, Italia, Nga va Singapore; 04 nudc ¢6 gid thap
la: Han Quéc, Ha Lan, Viét Nam va Phap. Va&i THCS,
cao nhat la Tay Ban Nha (1080 h/nam), thdp nhat
la Ha Lan (626h/nam). Viét Nam (748h/nam) tuong
duong vé6i Phap, con lai thap hon 7 nudc. G THPT,
tinh hinh cling tuong ty THCS. Tirbang 12, két hap
vdi cac théng tin tir cc tai liéu da néu, co thé so
sanh vdi 2 bang sau: ‘

Bang 13: Thoi luong trung binh méi nam cha
giai doan GD bdt budc

TT Tén nudc S6 gid

1 Singapore 1078 h/nam
2 Tay Ban Nha 927 h/ndm
3 ltalia 915 h/nam
4 Ha Lan 860 h/nam
5 Lién Bang Nga 833 h/nam
6 Trung Quéc 789 h/nam
7 Han Quéc 647 h/nam
8 Viét Nam 622 h/nam
9 CH Phap 513 h/ndm

818p 10+ 11 hoc 35 tudn; L&p 12; 26 tudn

(Ghi cha: h- gid)

Bdng 14: Téng théi lugng cho cd giai doan GD
bat budc

T Ténnudc | Tong S8 nam
s6 gi¢ | GD béatbusdc

1 Tay Ban Nha 9270 10

2 Singapore 8626 8

3 Halan 7744 9

4 | Lién Bang Nga 7505 9

5 Italia 7326 8

6 Trung Qudc 7106 9

7 Han Quéc 5829 9

8 Viét Nam 5604 9

9 CH Phéap 4622 9

Cac s0 lieu trén cho thay, thoi lugng hoc tap
trén 1&p ctia GDPT Viét Nam khong cao so vdi nhiéu
nudc trén thé gidi. Tuy gio hoc thap nhung van qua
tai vé thai luong 1a do Viét Nam chi hoc 1 budi/
ngay, thém vao d6 la nhu cau hoc thém, day thém
da tao ra su cang thang trong van dé thdi luong.

Trén day chinham cung cap so liéu va cé mot
s6 nhan xét. Tir cac thong tin trén, tiy vao-muc dich
can tim hiéu va lam sang t6 (van dé gi) ma ngudi
nghién ctu ¢6 thé khai thac, st dung va phan tich
dé rut ra két luan can thiét.

SUMMARY
This article presents key information surrounding
structures of learning levels, contact time in schools
of select countries, followed by specific analyses and
comments.
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